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Holiness and Liberty. 

Holiness and liberty are the two pri- 
mary elements of the atmosphere of heav- 
en. They are necessary to each other. 
Holiness cannot exist without spiritu- 
al liberty, and true liberty cannot ex- 
ist without perfect holiness. The human 
race, under the guidance of God, is on its 
way to the attainment of these twin 
blessings; and every real reformation has 
one, or the other, or both of them, for its 
object. God may institute a sort of di- 
vision of labor in the process by which 
the principles of holiness and liberty are 
to be evolved. He may employ men to 
work out and proclaim the doctrines of 
freedom, who have no concern about holi- 
ness. Tom Paine was a mighty cham- 
pion of human rights, but he had no fear 
of God before his eyes. The American 
and French revolutions have shaken the 
thrones and dominions of the whole 
world, yet they were the works of men 
whose hearts were not set on holiness.— 
On the other hand, God may use men and 
measures that are indifferent or adverse 
to freedom, in the work of preparing the 
way of holiness. The law, with all its 
burdens, was the necessary forerunner of 
Christ. The great ecclesiastical organi- 
zations, which have trampled on the lib- 
erties of man, have unquestionably been 
employed by him who is over all, to pro- 
mote the “fear of the Lord,” which is the 
germ of holiness. But these are only 
preparatory operations. The streams 
which they set in motion are valuable on- 
ly as tributaries to the river in which they 
are to terminate, wherein holiness and 
liberty are one. The men who are em- 
ployed in them are hirelings, who receive 
their reward in wages, as they work. If 
we would be patriots, and co-workers with 
God in our labors, and receive our reward 
in ultimate results, we must set our faces 
toward both holiness and liberty. But 
this cannot be, unless the two objects can 
be reduced toone, Ifwe seek them both 
as co-ordinate and independent of .each 
other, we shall be double-minded, and 
unstable in all our ways. We must have 
a single eye. Our only way, then, is to 
regard one as the end, and the other as 
the means. And now comes the question, 
Which of them shall take precedence?— 
Shall we set liberty before us as our ulti- 
mate object, and holiness, as the way to 
attain it; or shall we reverse the order, 
making holiness the end, and liberty the 
means? There is abroad a large and 


holiness, who nevertheless have evidently 
set their hearts on liberty as the principle 
thing, and who, at least practically, con- 
sider holiness only as an auxiliary. These 
are they who, as religionists, have little 
to say about holiness, anda great deal 
against legality, ordinances, organization, 
civil and ecclesiastical subordination.— 
Many of them appear to hold the doctrine 
of holiness not as a matter of experience, 
but as the most eligible weapon of war- 
fare with the churches. 

We do not belong to this class, Holi- 
ness is the central standard of the army 
to which we belong ; and we believe that 
all subordinate reforms will ultimately 
rally to that standard. We seek liberty 
as the means of holiness. We believe 
that a soul married to the law, and under 
the beggarly elements of legal religion, 
cannot be holy because it cannot be mar- 
ried to the Lord, who alone is holy. We 
would divorce men from legal restraint, 
not for the sake of the mere liberty which 
such a divorce bestows, but that they 
may subject themselves to the spiritual 
tutelage of God. Our love of liberty is 
limited by the demands of holiness ; and 
we are willing to subject ourselves to any 
restraint which, by the laws of true spir- 
itual philosophy, can be shown to be fa- 
vorable to holiness—Such we are sure 
were the regulations of the primitive 
church. 








FOR THE CIRCULAR. 
The Use of Afflictions. 

We may think lightly of the little oc- 
currences and accidents which happen 
to us, as though they had no special 
lesson to teach us. But this state of 
mind is not good; and I have no doubt 
but that it is this indifference to these 
small things, and the non-recognition of 
God in them, which makes his severe 
and more startling providences necessary. 
T am thankful for light afflictions,—the 
lighter the better; and therefore seek to 
cultivate a sensitiveness towards God 
which will enable me to feel his slightest 
displeasure. There is no doubt but that 
God limits the power of evil in all cases, 
as he did in the case of Job; never permit- 
ting any more than sufficient to produce 
the desired effect. He is teaching us by all 
his providences that in him we have life, 
and that there is a woe unto us when he 
departs from us. And we may expect 
the woe to increase in magnitude in pro- 
portion to the distance of the departure. 
And hence when we feel the slightest 
pressure of evil from without we may 
conclude that there is some departure 
from God, and instead of resisting and 
urging an individual warfare, evil against 
evil, let it drive us back at once to God 
where evil cannot come. 

The text, ‘He shall give his angels 
charge over thee, to keep thee in all 
thy ways. They shall bear thee up in 
their hands, lest thou dash thy foot 
against a stone,’—shows the extent and 
minuteness of this exemption from evil. 
Through the ministration of angels, there 
is safety from physical suffering by or- 





busy class of assenters to the doctrine of 


are commissioned to remove the stones 
from the way of careless, wandering feet, 
as tables are being moved, but that they 
will guide the foot ‘in wisdom’s way.’— 
Neither can we suppose that their ‘ charge’ 
is limited to protecting the foot from the 
stones; but we have reason to expect 
this angelic protection in all our affairs, 
and to be able to walk the earth in safety; 





and when we fail to receive it, we should 
inquire, why it is. ; 

The union with Christ which secures vic- 
tory over evil, isso imperceptible, and the 


appear that some British prisoners of war, 
iaving learnt to know Christ during their cap- 
tivity, bore also to their fellow-countrymen the 
knowledge of this Savior. It may be, too, 
that some Christian soldiers, the Corneliuses of 
\those imperial armies whose advanced posts 
|reached the southern parts of Seotland, desi- 
rous of more lasting conquests, may have read 
to the people whom they had subdued, the wri- 
tings of Matthew, John, and Paul. It is of 
little cohsequence to know whether one of these 
first converts was, according to tradition, « 
prince named Lucius. It is certain that the 
tidings of the Son of man, crucified and raised 
again, under Tiberius, spread through these 
islands more rapidly than the dominion of th> 





lemperors, and that before the end of the see- 
|ond century, many churches worshipped Christ 


agent of power so hidden, that our indi-| beyond the walls of Adrian; in those moun- 


vidual sensibilities are liable to cherish 
the spirit which says, ‘ By the strength 
of my heart I have done it, and by my 
wisdom.’ To kill this spirit, it may be 
necessary for God to leave us to try the 
strength of our arms occasionally, that 
by failure we may be driven of necessity | 
unto faith. But occasional failures, or 
even any amount of them, do not prove 
that evil is of itself necessary, or almighty, 


tains, forests, and western isles, which for cen- 
turies past the Druids had filled with their mys- 
teries and their sacrifices, and on which even 
the Roman eagles had never stooped. . . . . 
The Christianity which was brought to these 
people by merchants, soldiers, or missionaries, 
although not the ecclesiastical catholicism al- 
ready creeping into life in the Roman empire, 
was not the primitive evangelism of the apos- 
tles. The East and the South could only give 
to the North of what they possessed. 7 e 
mere human period had succeeded to the crea- 
tive and miraculous period of the church. Af- 
ter the extraordinary manifestations of the Ho- 





and instead of producing despondency, 
should stimulate us to new and increased 
enthusiasm. Our inheritance is worth 
more than an ordinary effort. Salvation 
is a word of vast significance, embracing 
alike all our interests. 

There isa light in which all these 
manifestations of evil may be looked 
upon as so many blessings. Physicians 
tell us that in the case of disease, the 
cholera for instance, the pains and cramps, 
the purging and vomiting, are but the 
efforts of nature to throw off disease and 
protect the seat of life from its attacks, 
And it is through these appearances that 
the skilful physician is enabled to watch 
che progress of the disease, and know 
where to find his enemy; just as the 
withered leaf in summer tells where is 
the destroying worm. So if we regard all 
visible evil as being the work of an evil 
spirit, we may look upon these manifesta- 
tions which address our senses, as an 
enemy routed, and driven from a skulk- 
ing ambuscade into the open light, where 
the fire of faith may be concentrated 
upon it. In this view of it, what we 
call evil may be considered the work of 
God, even as the voice of God warning 
us of danger. H. N. L, 

Verona, June, 1853 





Daybreak in England and Ireland. 


We make an extract of three or four pages from 
D’Aubigne’s History of the Reformation in Kng- 
land. It begins with an account of the introduc- 
tion of the Christian religion into Britain in the 
second century, presenting also some view of the 
early apostacy, and continues with a narrative of 
the conversion and labors of Saint Patrick, show- 
ing that the patron saint of Ireland was not a 
Roman Catholic : 

In the second century of the Christian era, 
vessels were frequently sailing to the savage 
shores of Britain from the ports of Asia Minor, 
Greece, Alexandria, or the Greek colonies in 
Gaul. Among the merchants busied in caleu- 
lating the profits they could make upon the pro- 
duce of the East with which their ships were 
laden, would occasionally be found a few pious 
men from the banks of the Meunder or the Her- 
mus, conversing peacefully with one another 
about the birth, life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus of Nazareth, and rejoicing at the pros- 
pect of saving by these glad tidings the pagans 








dinary accidents. Not that the angels 


towards whom they were steering. It would 


ly Ghost, which had produced the apostolic age, 
the church had been left to the inward power 
of the word and the Comforter. But Christians 
did not generally comprehend the spiritual life 
to which they were ealled. God had been pleas- 
ed to give them a divine religion ; and this they 
gradually assimilated more and more to the re- 
ligions of human origin. Instead of saying, in 
the spirit of the Gospel, the word of God first, 
and through it tae doctrine and the life—the 
doctrine and the life, and through them the 
forms ; they said, forms first, and salvation by’ 
these forms. They ascribed to bishops a pow- 
er which belongs only to — Scripture. In- 
stead of ministers of the word, they desired to 
have priests ; instead of an inward sacrifice, a 
sacrifice offered on the altar; and costly tem- 
ples instead of a living church. They began 
to seek in men, in ceremonies, and in holy pla- 
ces, what they could find only in the Word and 
in the lively faith of the children of God. In 
this manner evangelical religion gave place to 
catholicism, and by gradual degeneration in af- 
ter-years, catholicism gave birth to popery. 

This grievous transformation took place more 
particularly in the East, in Afriea, and in Italy. 
Britain was at first comparatively exempt. At 
the very time that the savage Picts and Scots, 
rushing from their heathen homes, were devas- 
tating the country, spreading terror on all sides, 
and reducing the people to slavery, we discover 
here and there some humble Christian receiv- 
ing salvation not by a clerical sacramentalism, 
but by the work of the Holy Ghost in the heart. 
At the end of the fourth century we meet with 
an illustrious example of such conversions. 


On the picturesque banks of the Clyde, not 
far from Glasgow, in the Christian village of 
Bonavern, now Kilpatrick, a little boy, of ten- 
der heart, lively temperament, and indefati 
ble activity, passed the early days of his life. 
He was born about the year 372 A. D., of a 
British family, and was named Succat. His 
father, Calpurnius, deacon of the church of 
Bonavern, a simple-hearted pious man, and his 
mother, Conchessa, sister to the celebrated 
Martin, archbishop of Tours, and a woman su- 
perior to the majority of her sex, had endeay- 
ored to instil into his heart the doctrines of 
Christianity; but Succat did not understand 
them. He was fond of pleasure, and delighted 
to be the leader of his youthful companions.— 
In the midst of his frivolities, he committed a 
serious fault. 

Some few years later, his parents having 
quitted Scotland and settled in Armorica (Bre- 
tagne) a terrible calamity befell them. One 
day as Suceat was playing near the sea-shore 
with two of his sisters, some Irish pirates, com- 
manded hy O’Neal, carried them all three off 
to their boats, and sold them in Ireland to the 
petty chieftain of some pagan clan. Succat 
was sent into the fields to keep swine. It was 
while alone in these solitary pastures, without 
priest and without temple, that the young slave 
called to mind the Divine lessons w ich his i 
ous mother had so often readtohim. The 
fault which he had committed pressed heavily 
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night and day upon his soul: he groaned in 
He turned repenting towards 
that meek Savior of whom Conchessa had so 
often spoken ; he fell at His knees in that hea- 
then land, and imagined he felt the arms of a 
Succat was 
then born from on high, but by an agent so 
spiritual, so internal, that he knew not * whence 
it cometh or whither it goeth.? The gospel 
was written with the finger of God on the tab- 
*T was sixteen years old,’ 
said he, ‘ and knew not the true God; but in 
that strange land the Lord opened my unbe- 
lieving eyes, and, although late, I called my 
sins to my mind, and avas converted with my 
whole heart to the Lord my God, who regarded 
my low estate, had pity on my youth and igno- 
ranee, and consoled me as a father consoles his 


heart, and wept. 


father uplifting the prodigal sun. 


lets of his heart. 


«hildren.’ 


Snel words as these from the lips of a swine- 
herd in the green pastures of Ireland set elear- 


ly before us the Christianity which in th? fourth 
and fifth centuries converted many souls in the 
British isles. In after-years, Rome established 
the dominion of the priest, and salvation by 
forms, independently of the dispositions of the 
heart ; but the primitive religion of these cele- 
brated islands was that liviag Christianity whose 
substance is the grace of Jesus Christ, and 
whose power is the grace of the Holy Ghost. 
The herdsman from the banks of theClyde was 
then undergoing those experiences which so 
many evangelical Christians in those countries 
have subsequently undergone. ‘ The love of 
(iod increased more and more in me,’ said he, 
‘with faith and the fear of His name. The 
Spirit urged me to such a degree that I poured 
forth as many as a hundred prayers in one day. 
(nd even during the night, in the forests and 
m the mountains where i kept my flock, the 
rain, and snow, and frost, and sufferings which 
! endured, excited me te seek after God. At 
that time, I felt not the indifference which I 
now feel: the Spirit fermented in my heart.’ 
Evangelical faith even then existed in the Brit- 
ish islands in the person of this slave, and of 
some few Chiistians born again, like him, from 
on high. 

Twice a eaptive and twice rescued, Succat, 

gpadter returning to his family, felt an irresistible 

“appeal in his heart. Tt was his duty to carry 
the gospel to those Irish pagans amorg whom 
he had found Jesus Christ. His parents and 
his friends endeavored in vain to detain him ; 
the same ardent desire pursued him in his 
dreams. During the silent watches of the night 
he fancied he heard voices calling to him from 
the dark forests of Erin: ‘Come, holy child, 
and walk once more among us.’ He awoke in 
tears, his breast filled with the keenest emotion. 
He tore himself from the arms of his parents, 
and rushed forth—not as heretofore with his 
playfellows, when he would climb the summit 
of some lofty hill—but with a heart full of 
eharity in Christ. THe departed: ‘ It was not 
dene of my own strength,’ said he; ‘ it was 
God who overeame all.’ 

Suceat, afterwards known as Saint Patrick, 
and to which uame, as to that of Saint Peter 
and other servants of God, many superstitions 
have been attached, returned to Ireland. Ev- 
er active, prompt, and ingenious, he collected 
the pagan tribes in the fields by beat of drum, 
and then narrated to them in their own tongue 
the history of the Son of God. Erelong his 
simple recitals exercised a divine power over 
their rade hearts, and many souls were eonvert- 
ed, not by external sacraments or by the wor- 
ship of images, but by the preaching of the 
word of God. The son of a chieftain whom 
Patrick calls Benignus, learnt from him to pro- 
claim the Gospel, and was destined to succeed 
him. The court bard, Debrach Mac Valubair, 
no longer sang druidical hymns, but canticles 
addressed to Jesus Christ. Patrick was not 
entirely free from the errors of the time ; 

perhaps he believed in pious miracles; but 
generally speaking, we mect with nothing but 
the gospel in the earlier days of the British 
chureh. 





GRATITUDE THE SIGN oF Victrory.— 
When gratitude rises in the heart in 
regard to anything we enjoy, it is a sign 
of victory, a sign that we are not in bon- 
dage to the enjoyment but have risen a- 
bove it and offered it up to God. The 
philosophy of Paul’s saying, ‘ Every crea- 
ture of God is good, and nothing to be re- 
fused, if it be received with thanksgiving, 
&c., lies in this, that we cannot receive 
anything with really spiritual thanksgiv- 
ing, Without an ascendency over the pow- 
er of it, or any evil spirit connected with 
it. Real thanksgiving to God, is not 
possible in the atmosphere ot darkness, or 


idolatry, or any bad spirit. Persons may 
have ever so much delight in perceiving 
the usefulness and beauty of creation, 
and value themselves on account of the 
pleasure they have in the knowledge and 
discovery of God’s works, and yet there 
may not be the least gratitude in their 
emotion. Without gratitude all other 
pleasure in the things of creation, is idol- 
atry. A man is a captive to creation as 
long as he has pleasure in it, in any shape 
or form, without gratitude to God. We 
may count the rising of gratitude in us 
as a victory of the spirit over creation, 
and the ascendency of our hearts to God 
in our enjoyments. The consequence of 
such a victorious ascent of the spirit, must 
be to put us ina place of power over crea- 
tion. Creation is ‘ sanctified by the word 
of God and prayer,’ i. e., by spiritual fel- 
lowship with the Creator. In this spirit 
of thankfulness, we are not down in bond- 
age to the earthly things that we use, but 
rise above them, and use them as not 
abusing them—as God intended we should, 
for him.—Home-Talk. 
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' “Christ Wins. | 


The politics of the world are very entertaining, 
if you have the key to them; i.e. if you see 
Christ behind the curtain, managing all things, 
and gaining point after point toward his object of 
gathering all nations about his throne for judg- 
ment. Whether you look back over the history 
of ages, or simply at the events now in motion, 
you see always the same workings and the same 
results. Nations strive, and Christ gets the pro- 
fit. It appears from the article from the London 
Times in another column, that the quarrel between 
Russia and Turkey promises to give mone freedom 
to Christian influences in the Turkish Empire than 
they have had yet in Russia, or perhaps any part of 
European Christendom. So the Chinese insurrec- 
tion is opening the vast domain of Paganism to the 
light of the Bible. Dismay and failure are falling 
on the whole line of the o/d powers in church and 
state throughout the world, and infidelity stands 
ready, with hungry vigilance, to make the most of 
the changes, and shape the new world that is to 
come. But in every move Christ wins. Infidel- 
ity itself is failing with the old world, as it ought 
to; for it is as old as Paganism—in fact, is in es- 
sence nothing but a revolt of Pagan common 
sense against Pagan superstition. Hail to the 
sunrise of truth, that shall not only disperse the 
darkness of heathenism, but put out the flaring, 
ineffectual torches of infidelity ! 











Es We take the two following items from 
the Foreign Book Notices in Putuam’s Magazine. 
One looks well for this world, and the other for 
the world to come: 


Le Regne Social du Christianisme. va So- 
cial Reign of Christianity), by M. F. Huet, is 
an elaborate and eloquent attempt to reconcile 
Socialism and Christianity, and to show that the 
Kingdom of God must prevail on earth as well as 
in Heaven. Starting from religion and from the 
regeneration of the soul by divine grace, the au- 
thor goes on to demonstrate the logical necessity 
of a harmonious, just, benignant and fraternal 
state of Society. In his view the purification of 
the spirit must result in the health of the body; 
and the Christian church is the antecedent of 
universal codperation, abundance, intelligence, 
health, liberty and happiness. Such is the theme 
of the book, and so calm and religious is its spirit, 
and so genial its style, that even those who most 
dislike the doctrine it teaches, must conceive 
something like an affectionate esteem for the 
author. 

—Gveper’s Lehre von der Ercheinung Jesu 
Christi unter den Todten. (Doctrine of the ap- 
pearance of Christ among the dead.:) which has 
appeared at Berne, deserves the attention of theo- 
logians and biblical students. It treats at length 
upon the doctrine of the descent of Christ into 
Hades, showing that it is taught in the New Tes- 
tament as a fact of actual occurrence; then the 
author narrates its history as held in the church, 
and expounded by commentators and critics, and 
finally he examines the dogma itself, and gives 
his own explanation of its meaning. In this con- 
nection he gives some curious speculations on the 
tie which unites the soul to the body. His opin- 
ion is that a soul without a body is impossible; 
by this, however, he does not mean that the spir- 





but that it possesses “an inner body; not subject 
to change, a form independent of substarce.” 
Accordingly, as here the soul has an earthly body, 
so after death it attains a sort of transitional one, 
and after the last judgment the saved finally put 
= the true spiritual body, and reign in eternal 
bliss. 


Control of the Attention. 

Brocklyn seems to be well supplied with mu- 
sic, and our neighborhood is not without its share. 
On all sides of us there is an abundance of prac- 
tice, both with the voice and instrument; and 
evening is the favorite time for performances. 
Often it breaks in upon us pleasantly, bnt there 
are, also, some exceptions. Evening is our 
favorite time for study and conversation, and 
sometimes the loud swells coming in through our 
open windows have a tendency to disturb our 
quict. The occasion is a good one however, for 
the discipline of the attention, and in this way 
we have been able to make what ordinarily would 
be an annoyance, a matter of improvement. The 
circumstance has also been a suggestive one, as 
to the true use of the attention on a larger scale, 
and in a more vital way; and the following are 
some of our speculations. 

The external world with which we are sur- 
rounded is full of sights and sounds that are 
calculated to absorb the life. How can we be pre- 
served from evil in such circumstances unless we 
can find out a way to control the attention? 





Again, the world is flooded with literature. 
Books, pamphlets and newspapers are multiplied 
ad infinitum, and to read the whole or but a small 
part is impossible. And even with a judicious 
selection of your authors, it will not do to sur- 
render yourself to them without discrimination. 
Unless the mind can be kept clear and the atten- 
tion controlled, there is danger of being swamped 
and carried away by the tide of ideas that is 
rolling in upon us. 

And it is so with reference to the spirits which 

are acting upon the world. This is a day of 
‘spiritual manifestations.’ The invisible world 
seems to be teeming with ‘spirits’ that are anx- 
ious to find ‘ mediums,’ and according to all re- 
port they are very successful. France, Germany, 
Russia and all Europe, as well as this country, 
are receiving visitations. And no one class is 
exempt from this superhuman movement; both 
the high and the low, rich and poor, great and 
small, are becoming subject to the influence of 
these spirits. This is not an empty humbug— 
a thing to be sneered at only—it is a reality and 
must be dealt with as such. ‘To do this there 
must be a masterly control over the attention— 
a power of discretion that is stronger than the 
power of Hades. An individual case occurs to 
us which exemplifies the importance of this 
assertion. 
D. L., a brother of our acquaintance, in the be- 
ginning of the rapping movements, had his curios- 
ity and marvelousness excited by reports that 
were in circulation about them, and sent for one 
of the spirit-papers. The phenomena being new 
and strange, his credulity was more active than 
his faith, and very soon the spirits got the con- 
trol of his attention. The invisibles made the 
most of their chances, and for two or three days 
the case was a desperate and doubtful one. He 
seemed to possess all the natural qualifications 
for becoming a remarkable ‘medium,’ and the 
spirits put him through a wonderful but rather 
rough initiation. His faith at length got the as- 
cendency of his credulity, and beneath the gloss 
of their pretensions, he began to discover signs of 
infidelity. Some individual spirit seemed to be 
his guide, and on putting to hima few leading 
questions touching the resurrection-church, the 
gospel of the Second Coming, &c., he failed to 
get any satisfactory answers; and then he in- 
wardly and boldly confessed Christ and the power 
of his resurrection. It was sufficient ; the power 
that had deceived and controlled him gave way, 
and he very soon recovered his usual equilibrium. 
This case may be an unusual one, but it well 
illustrates the need of having the attention bal- 
anced and sustained by a power that is every 
way superior to the spiritual manifestations of 
Hades. 

Again there are temptations peculiar to our 
own individual temperaments and circumstances ; 
some have bodily infirmities to contend with, 
and others intellectual, moral and spiritual diffi- 
culties to meet—all of which keep up a clatter, 
and are constantly making their demands upon 
the attention. ‘The devil as a roaring lion walk- 
eth about seeking whom he may devour,’ and he 
is very cunning oftentimes in taking the advan- 
tage of cur personal weaknesses. In this case 





it is always incarnate in a material orginization, 


also, what is wanted is a stringent force of atten- 


\ 


tion turned from evil and concentrated on good. 

Our difficulties in respect to the attention are 
not inherent in the external world—the sights 
and sounds which surround us—nor in the books 
we read, nor in our individual weaknesses; but 
in the diabolical medium through which these 
things are viewed. “If thine eye be single thy 
whole body shall be full of light; but if thine 
|eye be evil thy whole body shall be full of dark- 
| ness ; if therefore the light that isin thee be 
|darkness, how great is that dakneess!” Our 
salvation and conscious union with Christ is in- 
separably connected with our power of attention. 





And now comes the question, How can we se- 
cure this power of attention and keep it where it 
belongs? Mental exercise alone will not do it. 
It is a question of faith, and the victory will eome 
by our falling back on the power of Christ’s res- 
urrection in our hearts. Paul well understood 
this in his own experience, and he testifies with 
much earnestness: “The weapons of our war- 
fare are not carnal, but mighty through God to 
the pulling down of strong holds; casting down 
imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth 
itself against the knowledge of God, and bring- 
ing into captivity every thought to the obedience 
of Christ.” Christ is the digesting power of the 
universe—of mind and matter and spirit—and in 
him we need not fear to touch the things of this 
world and Hades. H. W. B. 





A New Social Motor Needed. 


The search for the ideal of perfected society has 
been very similar, in many respects, to the search 
for a perpetual motion. In fact, this ideal of so- 
ciety will itself be a kind of perpetual motion— 
that is, it will have in itself a fund of power that 
shall increase as fast as it is expended. 

The hope of obtaining a-perpetual motion has 
been pronounced futile by nearly every body, and 
hitherto it has certainly proved so; not from 
lack of ingenuity in putting machinery tegether, 
or discovering new inventions, but because no 
amount of machinery can actually create a self- 
sustaining and self-renewing power. 

For a like reason, we conceive, that many at- 
tempts to realize the ideal of society have failed. 
They have been like the attempts to make a self- 
moving automaton out of mere machinery. The 
social machinery of the world ‘gives way’ every 
little while, occasioning much trouble and mis- 
chief, and it requires constant repairings ; besides 
it does not produce the desired results. Hence 
arises the demand for a better state of society— 
a state which, like the long-sought-for ‘motor,’ 
shall be able to take care of itself—that shall con- 
tinually renew its vitality, overcome all friction, 
and produce that universal love and harmony 
which will correspond to the longings of the hu- 
man heart. And this desirable state of things 
would long ago have beer enjoyed by mankind, 
had it been possible for the ingenuity of men to 
have invented it. The machinery that our social 
reformers have manufactured has been in some 
cases good—for aught we know, very good; but, 
as the perpetual-motion seekers have sadly dem- 
onstrated, machinery is not, and cannnot be, a mo- 
tive power in itself. And to set new social ma- 
chinery in motion under the old motors of society 
would be like putting old wine into new bottles— 
the bottles are swe to burst. 

But shall it be said that the search after a true 
social movement is futile and merely Utopian? 
Nay: we are confident of realizing the highest 
ideal of society; not because we expect to create 
anew social motor out of ‘harmonic laws, but 
because we hope to avail ourselves of a perfect 
and perpetual motor, that already exists in Him 
who is perfect and perpetual. God alone hath im- 
mortality, and he alone is righteous. It is, there- 
fore, evident that a perfect and permanent state of 
society must partake of the Divine nature ; and 
that is love. Love, then, is the renewing, self- 
sustaining power, the new and Divine motor that 
is to produce the desired social changes— abolish 
all evil, and to all good give birth’—in short, cause 
the will of God to be done on earth as it is done 
in heaven. 

On the day of Pentecost we see this new motor 
in operation,—and mark the changes it wrought 
immediately, andits positive results! “They that 
believed were together, and had all things com- 
mon; and sold their possessions and goods, and 
patted them to all men, as every man had need. 
And they continued daily with one accord in the 
temple, and breaking bread from house to house, 
did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of 
heart, praising God, and having favor with all the 





people.” Who does not catch from this descrip- 
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THE CIRCULAR. 




















¢ion a gleam of that state of harmony and broth- 
erly love, that he has always desired ? 

it will be noticed that the heavenly motor, on 
the day of Pentecost, made its own ‘machinery’ 
instantaneously, as it were: and if the Apostles | 
had manufactured previously as beautiful a set of | 
jaws and regulations as Fourier has provided, it | 
isto be doubted whether the heavenly motor | 
would have made use of them. Let all, then, whe | 
ish for the golden time, seek to attract the love 
of God into the world: and it is certain that God | 
desires to shed abroad his love in the hearts of 

w. 








men. 





Gas Licnt.—Having recently introduced gas | 
into our dwelling to take the place of oil, and be- 
ing well pleased with the change, we take occa- 
sion to say & word on the subject. We introdu- 
ced pipe and fixtures for eleven burners, including 
two in the press room. The first outlay of ex- 
pense was about fifty dollars. Little or no re- 
pairs will ever be required, the material being 
copper and iron. We find already that our expense 
for light is much reduced, besides obtaining more 
than three times the amount. From the 6th 
to the 28th of June, we consumed 600 cubic 
feet of gas, at a cost of $2,10, in which time we 
should have consumed three gallons of oil, at an 
expense of $3,30. In using .oil, it required the 
time of one persen for about halfan hour every 
morning to fill and trim the lamps. If we take 
into the account also, the time spent in geing af- 
ter oil, the trouble of lighting a dezen lamps every 
evening, the liability of breaking them, spilling 
the oil on the carpet, greasing yours fingers, &c., 
&c., the superiority of gas over oil light is very 
much enhanced. The lighting of the gas, while it 
takes no more time than is required to turn the 
stopper, and touch a lighted taper, is always a 
diversion, caasing a splendid light to instantly is- 
sue from the end of a piece of cold iron, the ig- 
nitable substance being entirely invisible. c. c. 





== The weather-powers for a week past, 
seem to have been in a jangle of cross-purposes, 
vainly trying to settle. The days have been gen- 
erally sultry and sour, as though under some ill- 
natured influence, and then at night a grand 
storm-burst ensues, in which the lightning, wind 
and rain play their parts in regular mob fashion. 
This has been the daily routine for some time, 
and among other singularities we have noticed 
that the lightning has been often of a pink or rose 
colored hue. Have our railroads and continuous 
electrical wires stretching over the country, any 
thing to do in disarranging the machinery of 
the weather ? 





== The Windham County Democrat, of the 
29th ult., says, “From all quarters we hear of the 
ravages of the insect creation. The canker worms 
have just left this section. In Maine, whole ar- 
mies of black caterpillars are eating the oak for- 
ests. In Hartford, a yellowish green caterpillar 
is stripping the maples of their foliage—some look 
as bare as in spring.” The Hessian fly is, also, 
working badly in the wheat in Ohio, Virginia, and 
other parts of the country. Among the rest we 
come in for our share in the insect-visitation. At 


moned to a still more tragical one a few rods 
north of the Palace. The fury of the wind had 
demolished two new frame buildings, in one of 
which several men were at work, and others had 
taken shelter from the storm, instantly killing 
three of their number, and injuring many more. 
We took particular notice of the timbers in the 
building where the men were killed, and could 
not discover anything larger than 3-by-4-inch 
scantling, in a house 23 stories high! 

The high tuwer in course of erection, standing | 
between the Palace and the demolished buildings, 


| (already elevated 520 feet.) must have trembled 


somewhat, as the workmen became alarmed for 


|its safety, and in their haste to descend, one of} 


them fell, as he told us, twenty-five feet, but with 
no damage except some bruises. 

Altogether, the scene was one well calculated 
to produce sober reflections, so suddenly was the 
entire aspect of things changed, on those pleasure- 
seeking grounds. It seemed to us a fitting occa- 
sion, after the storm abated, to call upon all con- 
cerned—pleasure-seekers and money-mongers— 
to hold a meeting fora general Criticism of the 
reckless, godless spirit, that seeks for nothing, 
and cares for nothing, but present pleasure and 
gain. G. C. 





Egotism---Its Character and Cure. 
(Home-Talk, by J. I. N.] 

Let us try to get a clear idea of what 
we mean by egotism. It is evident that 
we must necessarily and naturally think 
about ourselves more or less; and then 
the question arises, Is egotism inherent 
in these thoughts, or is it only to be 
criticised in the expression of them ?— 
The evil lies back of outward manners 
and expression. It is foolish to imagine 
that because we do not say any thing 
about ourselves, we are therefore free from 
egotism. We must remember that we 
are spirits, and that our thoughts are 
utterances in the spirit world. We think, 
all the time, in the presence of God. Of 
course there is egotism which is not ut- 
tered in word. It will not do to take up 
with any such definition of egotism as 
would pass in the literary public. The 
exclusion of foolish, disgusting self-refer- 
ence from conversation, is no cure of the 
evil, and should not be accepted at all as 
sufficient action against it. Our dealing 
with egotism must be with the spiritual 
essence of it. We can have no rule for 
our conversation, that we should not carry 
out faithfully in respect to our thoughts. 
Of course it may not always be proper 
to say all we think, but so far as egotism 
is concerned, there is no important dis- 
tinction between thought and conversa- 





this season of the year, a disagreeable worm in- 
fests several varieties of the shade-trees in New 
York and Brooklyn, stripping them almost entire 
ly of their foliage, and spinning down in great 
numbers on to the side-walk, much to the annoy- 
ance and discomfort of passers by; and lately we 
have noticed that some of the trees are covered 
with small white millers—a new development to 
us of insect-depredations. 





Hart-Stonm anp AccIDENT AT THE CRysTAL 
Patace.—Having occasion to visit the Crystal 
Palace yesterday afternoon, we unexpectedly wit- 
nessed a thrilling scene. We noticed at the time 
of entering the building the appearance of a heavy 
thunder-storm approaching the city from the 
North; and before we had time to complete our 
business, the shower was upon us, sending down 
rain and hail in torrents, a good share of which 
came into the building through the unfinished 
dome, open ventilators, and defective places, 
causing a great commotion among the hun- 
dreds of workmen, who were unprepared for so 
sudden an attack. The noise of the hail-stones, 
(which were as large as walnuts,) upon the vast 
amount of roofing; the cries and shouts of the 
workmen hurrying to get down from the outside 
of the building ; the alarm of the many exhibitors 
who were unpacking their goods; the breaking 
in of some of the glass, &c, produced sensations 
better imagined than described. And just at the 
climax of this exciting scene inside of the Palace, 


ition; and the mere suppression of ego- 
| tistical speech, is of little value. Egotism 
in speech will take care of itself if we 
get rid of egotism in thought. 

We come then to the question, What 
distinguishes an egotistical spirit from 
one that is free from egotism? I seea 
very plain method of running a line be- 
tween them, and only one method. 

Egotism is not simple attention to self; 
it is wadue attention, and that is to say, 
untruthful attention to self. It is atten- 
tion to self, to the neglect of due attention 
to other beings. The law of God thor- 


not displace attention to self. It de- 
mands that we shall ‘love the Lord our 
God with all our hearts, and our neigh- 
bor as ourself” Attention to self is here 
recognized, but it is reduced to its true 
proportion—it is communized; and this 
distinguishes it from egotism. 

The question yet remains, How is it 
possible to displace egotism? and there 
again there is but one answer—By the 
Spirit of truth. Egotism is undue at- 


oughly displaces egotism, and yet it does} 








the Police Staff, some fifty in number, were sum- 


tention to self; but who shall say what 


is due attention in any and every case ? 
No fixed rule can be given. Infinite 
knowledge, always at its post, is the only 
power that can accurately determine for 
us the relations and proportions of self 
to other beings. It will follow therefore 
that nothing but the action of the om- 
niscient Spirit of God upon us can make 
our attention to self truthful. Inspira- 
tion is the cure for egotism, and the 
only cure. It is the connection ot) 
our individuality with an omniscient) 
truthful spirit. The Spirit of truth is 
the true solvent of our individuality. If) 
our egotism can come up into connection | 
with the Spirit of truth, so that it is! 
dissolved and held in solution by that ele-| 
ment, then by the action of sympathy 
with that element, always present in us, | 
we shall have an infallible instinct, that'| 
will be as sure as the sense of concord in| 
music, guiding our thoughts and speech 
accurately, so that every vibration we! 
make in the spiritual sphere will have a 
communized character. | 

The Spirit of truth is a harmonizer of | 
individualities. Ten thousand, or ten 
million individualities dissolved into that 
Spirit, will perfectly harmonize with each 
other. There will be no centralization of 
individuals to generate discord and com- 
petition. Individuality of itself, tends to 
hardness and centralization, ending in 
selfishness of the most perfect kind; and 
individuality penetrated and spiritualized 
by any of the inferior principalities, in 
heaven or on earth, i. e., by the world, 
the flesh, or the devil, which are the 
other menstruums that men recognize, is 
individuality still. ‘There is no clement 
that fairly dissolves it, but the Spirit of 
truth; and that does soften, and hold it 
in solution. 

The theory, so far, is quite simple 
and plain; but when we come to the 
practical question, whether egotism, or 
what is the same thing—selfishness, 
which creates the discord and competi- 
tion of the world, will veal/y be abolished, 
I imagine that a general feeling in the 
world, even in the best and most philo- 
sophical part of it, is, that we could 
not abolish selfishness if we would, and 
we would not if we could—that it is a 





necessary evil—necessary as being useful, 
and necessary because we cannot get rid 
of it. J am inclined to think that your 
best philosophers would undertake to 
maintain that the world could not get 
along without selfishness. Even if it is a 
bad thing, they would say, it is the 
spring of enterprise; and in that way, 
an immense blessing to the world. There 
are a great many who insist upon it, that 
sectarianism is not a very bad thing,— 
that on the whole it is beneficial. So of 
the strife of politics ; and so even of war; 
some would contend that it would not be 
best to get rid of these things. It is prob- 
able however that when people say they 
would not get rid of evil if they could, they 
are persuaded into that position because 
they think they could not if they would, 
Let persons be persuaded of the inevita- 
bility of a thing, and they will naturally 
busy themselves to make out that it is 
useful and good. 

We must consider the question, then, 
whether selfishness is the ‘necessary 
means of the greatest good,’ (as the phrase 
was in old theological times.) The doc- 
trine of the Emmons szhool, that sin is 
the necessary means of the greatest good, 
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was supposed to be exploded twenty 
years ago by Dr. Taylor. But put the 
matter in a little different shape, drop 
the word sin, which is an abstraction, 
and adopt the word selfishness, or ego- 
tism, and carry the matter back to the 
downright practical question, whether it 
is possible in this world to break up ego- 
tism and selfishness ; and further, wheth- 
er, if it is possible, it is best ; and I im- 
agine that Dr. Taylor and his followers, 
the best of them, would look grave and 
ask for time to deliberate. 

That is the question that we have 
broached, and it is before the world in 
due form, with practical experiments ac- 
companying it. It is to be tried whether 


PPG 
‘sin is the necessary means of the great- 


est good,’—whethier it is a useful thing on 
the one hand, and whether it is an inex- 
pugnable thing on the other. 

The question finally amounts to this: 
Is the devil indispensable to the well-being 
of the world? The devil, spiritually ana- 
lyzed and defined, -is egotism. He is 
the grand antagonistic element to the 
Spirit of truth. As the Spirit of truth 
is the solvent of egotism, so the devil is 
the pickle, so to speak, in which egotism 
is preserved; and the simple question is, 
Is the devil’s pickle essential to the pres- 
ervation of mankind ? Would not the 
world get along full as well if it were to 
dismiss the devil from all official care and 
superintendence, and put Christ in his 
place? The devil and Christ are the grand 
sources of the two elements, one of which 
is the preservative of egotism, and the 
other its solvent. Christ is the perfect 
antagonist of egotism—that is evident 
from his life and death. He is the expo- 
nent of the Spirit of truth, of which ego- 
tism is the opponent. In him attention 
to the individual is reduced to its true 
proportion. Can the world, then, accept 
of Jesus Christ in the place of selfishness, 
and Jet his spirit have full sweep, and 
form the characters and institutions of 
mankind? Or is it necessary to support 
the devil in office, though we do not like 
him? That is an important, practical 
question, and every man has a vote on it. 

Bear in mind that the love of attention 
to yourself, like every other passion, in- 
stead of being impoverished, will be en- 
riched by Christ; and it is easy to see 
how. Under the fashion of the world, 
you are excluded from talking about your- 
self. It is assumed that that is egotism, 
of course. Though you are allowed te 
think about yourself as much as you 
choose, you are forbidden to manifest 
your thoughts, or say what is transpiring 
within you. You are thus debarred from 
a great field of interesting, and of itself 
innocent, conversation. But deliver up 
the kingdom to Christ, so that you come 
within the reach of his instinct in conver- 
sation, and you will have freedom to talk 
about yourself; and your talk about your- 
self will be seen to be, not egotism, but 
inspired attention to yourself, and wil! 
harmonize with the thoughts of every 
one who is inspired. Get your thoughts 
communized, and you will get vour wéter- 
ance communized, by the same process 

There is nothing pleasanter to good 
taste, than the free warbling of what in 
form would be egotistical talk, if you 
have a spiritual perception that it is a 
communized spirit that is talking. Paul 
speaks about himself in a way that the 
rules of common writing would call ego- 
tistical ; but you can feel nothing’ egotis- 
tical in what he says. You have a feel- 


ing that the public interest is concerned 
in whatever he says about himself. 





When we get our thoughts fairly into 
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The pretense would be too shallow, the injustice 
too startling, to be defended by the diplomacy 
of any civilized nation; and if Russia appeals to 
arms after the concession of all that gave a color 
to her demand, such an action could only be re- 
garded as an unprovoked and unjustifiable out- 
rage, in which every pretense of a legal cause had 
been dissipated before a soldier crossed the Pruth 
or even a shot had been fired. If this question 
were to be decided by the laws of reason, policy, 
or justice, nothing would be wanting to the main- 
tenance of peace. But it cannot be forgotten 
that other powers are at work—the powers of 
ambition, resentment, and pride. Therefore the 
more complete the case of Turkey and of Europe 
becomes, the less confidence can we feel that the 
Emperor Nicholas will yield to argument; and 
every thing would seem to presage a different so- 
Jution, unless he obtained a victory, not over Tur- 
key, but over himself. 


conjunction with the Spirit of truth, so 
that our individuality is combined with 
the influence of this great solvent, we 
may talk about ourselves as much as we 
please—we may say what we think. Our 
thoughts will be good and comely, and 
will flow freely into words, 

I think ultimately we shall find that 
autobiography is the most legitimate of 
all productions; and that when the Spirit 
of truth gets free possession of us, we 
shall talk more about ourselves, than any 
thing else. A man can handle the 
truths in himself and that he is acquain- 
ted with by his own experience, a great 
deal better than he can philosophize about | 
things outside. 

0 

Emaucipation of the Christians. 
From The London Times. June 15. 

The Turkish Government, under the direction of 
Reschid Pasha and with the support of the foreign 
Ambassadors, has proceeded to prepare for war 
with all the means at its disposal. But, while it 
has appealed, not without some success, to the 
martial ardor of its Musselman subjects, who still 
exclusively constitute the military power of the 
empire, the Divan has prudently considered that 
the allegiance and contentment of its Christian 
population is aimatter of at least equal conse- 
quence. In this emergency. therefore, we have 
reason to believe that the Turkish Government 
contemplates the promulgation of a most impor- 





== The Washington Union, of June 29th, 
contradicts, on the authority of Gen. Villamil, the 
Charge from Ecuador, the report that the Mor- 
mons had purchased Charles Island, in the Pa- 
cific Ocean, 





CORRESPONDENCE. 
FROM CONNECTICUT. 
Wallingford Community, June 27, 1853. 
—This is a busy time with us. We 
have weeds to destroy, plants to encour- 
age, and harvests to reap; and this both 


tant act for the protection and extension of all|jn a spiritual and literal sense. All 
the religious liberties enjoyed by every sect of ; er y 
This instrument, | #2e8e operations help each other. Weed- 


Christian within its dominions. 
it is said, will be in the form of a public act ad- 
dressed to the Patriarchs of the Churches in the 
East, but including in its provisions all the Chris- 
tian Churenes, Greck, Latin, Armenian, and Prot- 
estant. As far, therefore, as a matter essentially 
affecting the relations of the Porte with its own 
Christian subjects can be the subject of an en- 
gagement to Foreign Powers, it will embrace the 
interests of all the Christian States in connection 
with their respective fellow-Christians in the East, 
and it will remove every pretense for the separate 
interference of Russia in defense of the Greek 
clergy. Such an edict, recognizing and confirm- 
ing at once and without restriction the rights and 
and immunities enjoyed now and of old by the 
Christian subjects of the empire, would be a char- 
ter of religious toleration; and a charter of abso- 
lute religious toleration in Turkey is the door to 
civil equality and the pledge of national indepen- 
dence. It annihilates at a blow the pretension of 
Russia to religious supremacy in the East, and it 
places the rights of the Christian population on 
their natural basis—namely, the growing power 
and intelligence of the Christian races themselves, 
sanctioned by the approval and support of all the 
foreign Christian Powers. So that, on the one 
hand, it would entitle the Churches of the East to 
seek protection from the government of the Porte 
and its Ministers; rather than from the interfer- 
ence of any foreign State; and, on the other 
hand, it may gradually prepare the country for 
the time when the civilization and the faith of 
Europe and of Christ shall once more regain their 
ascendency in the capital of the ancient empire of 
the East. 

The possibility of a pacific revolution of this 
nature reveals one of the most extraordinary 
changes this age has witnessed. For upwards 
ofa century Russia has looked upon herself as the 
next heir to the power and the territories which 
were evidently slipping gradually from the hands 
of the Sultans, and she awaited without impa- 
tience the gradual dissolution of an empire that 
seemed falling into her lap. But the policy of the 
Turkish Government and the rapid progress of the 
Christian population, Slavonian, Greek and Ar- 
menian, have shown that nothing is less certain 
than this calculation. The time is indeed past 
when a handful of Turks conld hold in absolute 
subjection millions of degraded Christians, whose 
only hope of protection and justice lay in the in- 
terposition of the foreign Consuls and Ministers to 
whom they appealed. But there is no reason to 
suppose that such a Christian population as now 
exists would look to Russia for an amelioration in 
its condition. Ina word, in place of that’ violent 
dissolution of the Ottoman empire, which has so 
long been the bugbear of statesmen, it might be 
transformed into a state more capable of good goy- 
ernment, of national independence, and of self-de- 
fense. ‘The conduct of the clergy in the East. of 
the christian merchants, and of the population, as 
far a3 their opinions are known in this emergency. 
certainly shows no disposition to side with Russia 
against the authority of the Sultan; and, at the 
very moment when an ultimatum from St. Peters- 
burgh demands a specific convention from Turkey 
on this subject, it is probable that the, intention 
of the Sultan will be proclaimed to grant, of his 
own free will and mere motion, a more general 
edict of toleration than Russia herself has pro- 
posed or required. If this intention be realized, 
it not only opens a prospect of future improve- 
ment and stability among the Christian popula- 
tions of Turkey, but it affords the Emperor of 
Russia a last opportunity of withdrawing without 
discredit from the position he has assumed.— 
What more can he affect to ask than a full and 
entire recognition of the rights of the Christian 
Churches in the face of the world? The influ- 
ence of Russia in the East has hitherto rested on 
her support of the Christians; but will she now 
present herself as the enemy of the power to 
which the Christians owe their emancipation ?— 


ing our spiritual garden, pulling up envy, 
strife, divisions, and carnality—cultiva- 
ting love, joy, peace, longsuffering, &c., 
prepares us to take hold of business with 
courage and efficiency. 

One of the worst weeds that flourishes 
with the most vigor at this time, infests 
the meadow more especially, and I should 
call it the haying spirit. It isa poisonous 
dlant, worse than Ivy, and affects both 
soul and body,—causing sleepiness and 
back-ache, and making the whole of a per- 
son’s energies go to grass. We commence 
haying by attacking that enemy. 

We are this year experiencing some of 
the good fruits of a more thorough and 
compact system in the cultivation of our 
grounds. We go over less ground, do it 
more thoroughly, have less weeds to at- 
tend to, and have a prospect of better 
crops. What little of a good beginning 
we made last year, helps much this year. 
Our foreman’s education on this point, at 
Oneida, bears good fruit. 

What a beautiful arrangement Com- 
munity-life is, which enables the best 
taste and management to spread like this- 
tle-seeds all over the earth! Is there a 
peculiar faculty for any particular branch 
of business among us, it is immediately 
spread through all our Communities, by 
grafting and budding, as it were, other 
individuals from that stock. This is no 
less true ina literal than ina spiritual 
sense, and [ think that we can help on 
the operation, by sending to the paper 
any facts, experiences, or discoveries, that 
any one may be in possession of, in re- 
spect to horticulture, or any other branch 
of business, 

By way of setting the example, I will 
give you an account of a bug-war that 
I have been engaged in. I undertook 
the task of keeping the depredators 
off from the vines, and at the time I lit- 
tle thought what a responsibility I was 
incurring. We had only a few boxes to 
put round the hills; but as far as they 
went they were an effectual protection 
against the yellow striped bug, which is 
so mischievous to the young plant. Of 
those which operated on the exposed hills, 
I finally got the mastery, by attack- 
ing them in the morning with thumb 
and finger while they were stiff with cold. 
But the worst enemy that I encountered 
was a black bug about an inch long, which 
emits a peculiarly unsavory odor when 
pinched, Our Italian squash vines came 
up finely, put out their second leaf, and 
seemed likely to escape the pest; but one 
day the black and yellow rogues came up- 
on them in swarms. Where they came 
from, who can tell? I had my hands full 
for two or three days. I then let them 
alone for about a week, thinking that I 





had nearly finished them; but I found 
that the black ones had come on in great- 
er numbers, and had dotted the under 
side of the leaves with eggs. I sometimes 
found as many as four or five hundred 
eggs ona hill, as near as I could guess, 
which was more than I could account for, 
as there were not many bugs to be seen. 
This fact set me to looking for them, and 
I soon found the creatures concealed un- 
der the lumps of earth, clods of dry 
grass, and stones near by. They were 
sometimes three or four feet from the 
hills, and generally two or more in 
a place. They seem to divide their 
time between sucking the juice of the 
plant, laying eggs, and social visiting 
parties under the natural covers that 
they find. I thought of adopting the 








plan of keeping the ground smooth, and 
giving them a good shingle for a roof to 
meet under, so that I should know where 
to find them and criticise them. But 
enough about bugs. Yours with much 
love, H. J. Seymour. 


"ROM VERMONT. 
Putney Community, June 30, 1853. 

——More than a year ago, while residing 
in Connecticut, my son directed the 
Spiritual Magazine to be sent to me, and 
afterwards the Circular and the Berean. 
Myself and husband became much inter- 
ested in reading Mr. Noyes’ writings, and 
we began to compare them with the word 
of God, and thus found that they were 
truths to be relied upon. We began to 
believe, and the scales fell from our eyes; 
and the Spirit of God so enlightened our 
minds and quickened our understandings, 
that we were astonished to think how 
long the vail of darkness had covered us, 
and that we had not understood the 
scriptures before. But we could then 
thank God that our eyes were opened to 
see, our ears to hear, and our hearts to 
receive the word of God as it stands, At 
this juncture my husband was called 
away to receive his reward. 
I will write a few lines of my past ex- 
perience, to show you how the Lord has 
led me up to this time. Some years ago 
I thought I experienced the work of 
sanctification in my heart. The spirit 
of God was like electric fire through my 
whole soul, body and spirit, and for a long 
time I was filled with glory and honor to 
him who liveth forever and ever. I 
thought then that I was saved from all 
sin, But alas! how little did I feel my 
weakness. I had no security that I should 
continue in that frame ot spirit, and I 
sank gradually into a cold and lifeless 
state: and since that time I have dragged 
along in the Methodist church, through 
briars and thorns, for forty years. 
But the Lord has brought me out into 
a broad and living way, that I knew not, 
and I feel like leaving all behind and 
pressing forward to learn in the school of 
Christ what God would have me do: for 
he hath said, ‘I will instruct thee, and 
teach thee in the way which thou shalt 
go: I will guide thee with mine eye.” I 
confess with my mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and believe in my heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead; and believe he 
is in me a living Savior from all sin. 
Yours in love, Ruopa Ho.ister. 


FROM ONEIDA, 
Oneida Community, June.27, 1853. 

—I read the last Circular with pecu- 
liar interest and satisfaction, and I rose 
up from the perusal of it, with the feel- 
ing that I should like to express my 
thankfulness and gratitude to God for 
such a medium of life and truth—for his 
wisdom and faithfulness in educating a 
company to command the Press, and take 
it into the service of the gospel, making 
it a swift witness of the truth and salva- 
tion revealed by Jesus Christ. 

The article ‘Growing and Doing’ was 
very edifying to me, particularly as I had 
had a good many struggling thoughts my- 
self on the subject of growth, which I had 
not been able to articulate very satisfac- 





ing consciousness, which I rejoiced in and 
thanked God for, and even undertook 
once to write upon; but it was too deep 
for me—seemed out of my reach, and J 
contented myself with the consciousness 
that the principle was in me, and that 
the theory about it would come out some- 
time; and so it has, just to suit me, 

I heartily avcept the ‘scheme of life.’ 
proposed in the article above alluded he 
and shall aim to become more and more 
a growing being, and to ‘enter into the 
rest that remaineth to the people of God, 

I believe the attitude of ‘ waiting on 
the Lord,’ is the true one to favor this 
principle, and give it the major position 
over works, ‘They that wait on the 
Lord shall renew their strength, they 
shall mount up as eagles,’ &c. This pas- 
sage beautifully confirms the truth of the 
following extract: ‘ Waiting on the Lord 
is a quiet, peaceful operation, that has 
the appearance of inactivity. But it is 
masterly inactivity in the traest sense— 
it is activity that is receptive, and that 
will give us a fullness of life which will 
make work sport,’ &e. &ec. 

Yours truly, Ww». H. Wooiworrts. 


[ We took the liberty to retain the following por- 
tion of a letter that passed through our hands, 
thinking it might benefit others besides the one 
to whom it was written. It is good advice to the 
proselyting spirit. ] 

—It appears to me that God is calling 
you to cease your care and anxiety for 
others, and attend especially to the culti- 
vation of a quiet spirit, and your own im- 
provement and growth. The article head- 
ed ‘Growing and Doing,’ in the 62d No, 
of the Circular, is what you have need to 
study carefully and prayerfully at this 
time. My hope for you is in your retiring 
from the doing and preaching dispensa- 
tion, to the quietness of your own house 
and heart. This, I think, is a lesson now 
before you; and God is trying by his 
providences, to make you feel the impor- 
tance of it. I trust you will take these 
providences as admonitions from him, and 
submit thankfully to God. I would have 
you abandon the idea that you have a 
great work to do, in convincing the world 
of the truth of your position, and of ours, 
or of their false position, by word and 
tongue. It will be done by having your 
life reversed from a state of restlessness, 
disquietude, and doing, toa state of qui- 
etness and contentment, produced by 
communion with Christ, and love of the 
truth. Be assured, my dear sister, that 
this will be more powerful and effective 
testimony for the truth, and. the power of 
the gospel, than any thing you can say. 
If you give heed to this council, (and I 
think you will,) it will work out an ex- 
perience in you that cannot be gainsayed. 
Be content to live on the love and fellow~ 
ship you receive from believers, through 
their writings and correspondence. The 
faith and spirit communicated to you 
through them, will afford you good and 
wholesome nourishment, by which you 
will grow, and your mind will become 
strong, so that you will be able to serve 
Christ and the church with your mind 
and heart. This certainly is very desira- 
ble, and what I hope for, and expect, 
through the working of the faith and life 
of Christ in you. This life, which is 
healing, and restoring in its nature, must 
have a quiet, trustful spirit to growin. I 
confess Christ in you a quiet spirit.— 
There is more or less egotism in this do- 
ing spirit; and egotism must die before 
we can be successfal laborers in an out- 
ward way; and we will be thankful for 
any experience that will be the death of 
egotism. I would not have you come un- 
der an accusing spirit, or cast reflections 
on the past, but improve by experience, 
and learn wisdom by what you suffer— 
Expect that all things will work together 
for good, and come out right at last.— 
Trust in the Lord, and be of good cour- 
age, and he shall strengthen thine heart. 
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torily. With me it was a kind of pleas- 
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